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At Suncoast, our mission 
is to improve the financial 
lives of our members. One 
of the meaningful ways to 
do that is by empowering 
people to take control of 
their finances.  

That’s why we’re proud to 
introduce the Suncoast 
Credit Union Academy for 
Financial Empowerment 
(S.A.F.E.), a 10-week 
program for up and coming 
community leaders from 
diverse backgrounds. 

Rhiannon Ray, Youth 
Outreach Specialist at 
Suncoast, explained that 
this program is special 
because it was designed 
with the local community 
in mind.

“Rather than a brief session, 
this is an in depth program 
that helps community 
leaders reduce debt, 
increase savings, and 

reach their desired goals,” 
Rhiannon said.

Through financial 
education presentations, 
activity-based learning, 
and one-on-one coaching, 
the leaders will learn how 
to effectively manage their 
personal finances. 

What makes this program 
so special is that focusing 
on community leaders 
will allow the participants 
to develop a passion for 
financial literacy that they 
can use to make a positive 
difference.

“I am eager for the 
participants to feel 
empowered in their own 
financial journey so that 
they take the information 
they gained back into the 
communities they serve. 
My favorite part of teaching 
financial literacy is seeing 
the lightbulb moment when 

a person realizes that they 
are worthy and capable of 
achieving their dreams and 
goals,” Rhiannon said. 

Financial literacy has always 
been a part of Suncoast’s 
DNA. You can take free 
online money management 
courses on our website’s 
mPower page or visit 
our Financial Literacy 
Workshops page to request 
a presentation where we 
come to you to teach 
financial literacy!  

Introducing  Suncoast   Credit   Union  
Academy  for  Fi nancial  Em powerm ent



Cybersecurity Awareness Month is a collaboration between government and industry 
that aims to help every American stay safer and more secure online.

Why is this important? According to the Federal Trade Commission, consumers lost 
more than $3.3 billion to fraud in 2020, more than a billion dollars more than the 
previous year. Imposter scams were the most common type of fraud reported, followed 
by online shopping and internet services.

October   is   Cybersecurity   Awareness   Month

Visit the Safety & Protection section of suncoastcreditunion.com/blog for even more ways to keep yourself protected!

•  CREATE STRONG PASSWORDS  with a combination of 
capital letters, lowercase letters, numbers and special 
characters. Never reuse the same password or use easy 
to guess personal information as a password.

•  LOOK FOR THE WARNING SIGNS of a phishing email 
to help keep your private information safe. Never click 
on unknown links or open unknown attachments. 

•  LEARN HOW TAX SCAMS WORK and how to protect 
yourself. Many scams have the same basic pattern. 
They use trickery to get you to share personal data or 
pay money based on a false threat or promise.

•   TAKE TIME to make sure that every family member is 
protected with security software, preferably set up so 
that it updates automatically.

Here are some tips to protect yourself and your family:

We’re excited to announce that 
Wawa has joined  Suncoast’s 
ATM CO-OP network, with over 
30,000 locations, allowing our 
members to use ATMs at Wawa 
fee-free!

NEED  AN
 ATM?
HEAD  TO

MY CLUB PACKAGE
For a safer, healthier & happier you.

Get   Protected   with    My   Club   Package
My Club Package offers major protection for less than $4 a month!

Effective Date: Benefits are effective at the 
time the primary account owner has enrolled 
online and has successfully authenticated with 
Credit Reporting Agency. Enrollment will not 
be complete until the primary account owner’s 
authentication is successful and the potential 
enrollee will not be charged until enrollment is 
complete.
1Eligibility: Benefits are available to primary 
account owner plus one adult joint account 
owner sharing the same Suncoast Credit Union 

account. To fully access all of the features 
and benefits, you and joint account owner (if 
applicable) must have a unique email address 
and must have online access.
2Credit Score is a VantageScore 3.0 based 
on single bureau data. Third parties may use 
a different VantageScore or a different type of 
credit score to assess your creditworthiness.
3Special Program Notes: The descriptions 
herein are summaries only and do not include 

all terms, conditions and exclusions of the 
Benefits described. Please refer to the actual 
Guide to Benefit and/or insurance documents 
for complete details of coverage and exclusions. 
Coverage is provided through the company 
named in the Guide to Benefit or on the 
certificate of insurance.
Insurance Products are not insured by the 
NCUA or any Federal Government Agency; not a 
deposit of or guaranteed by the credit union or 
any credit union affiliate.

Visit suncoast.myclubpackage.com to enroll today or talk to a member advocate!

 MONITOR your identity 
and your credit score*

  GET COVERAGE for 
identity theft3 and cell 
phone protection3

RECOVER your identity 
if you experience 
identity theft**

 SAVE MONEY  with 
exclusive discount and 
cash back rewards



Five things to know:

1. You don’t need to have a lot of money to 
work with us. You don’t need to be “well-
established,” of a certain age or looking for 
something in particular. You only need an 
interest in preparing for your future.

2. We’ll conduct a comprehensive 
analysis of your income and expenses. 
Every important financial decision starts 
with one question: “Will I have enough 
money to…?” We’ll need to dig deep 
into your finances to start finding those 
answers.

3. We’ll plan for the big picture. It starts 
with the basics, like making sure you 
have insurance, and then grows from 
there. What are your long-term goals, like 
retirement? Are there other things you 
want to accomplish in the short term, like 
buying an investment property or funding 
education? We’ll customize a financial plan 
that’s uniquely yours and encompasses 
everything in your financial world.

4. Your needs come first. We are 
committed to your success, every step 
of the way. Our financial professionals 
are trained to match your unique 
situation with products and services 
that will help you meet your goals. Our 
recommendations are based solely on 
your needs. You’re under no obligation 
to buy anything at any time. Initial 
consultations are complimentary.

5. Our commitment is ongoing. Creating 
a financial roadmap is not the end of a 
process; it’s the beginning. As things in 
your life change, so will your financial plan. 
We’ll meet on a regular basis to review and 
adjust your plan. If you have a question, 
concern or simply want to share a thought, 
we’re just a phone call or email away.
 
We’re here to offer you the services you 
need and make sure you understand all 
the options available to you. And, we’re 
here to assure you that financial planning 
is nothing to be afraid of.
 

Suncoast Trust & Investment Services is a marketing name used by Suncoast Credit Union. Representatives are registered, securities sold, advisory services offered 
through CUNA Brokerage Services, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC, a registered broker/dealer and investment advisor, which is not an affiliate of the credit union. Trust services 
offered through MEMBERS Trust Company, a federal thrift regulated by the Office of the Comptroller of the Currency. CBSI and MTC are under contract with financial 
institution to make their services available. Not NCUA Insured, No Financial Institution Guarantee, May Lose Value. Not a Deposit of Any Financial Institution.
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Whether you’re buying a 
new or used vehicle, or 
if you’re refinancing your 
loan from another lender, 
our limited time rate can 
help you save money. 

Apply online at 
suncoastcreditunion.com 
or come by a branch!

Get  Auto  Auto  
LoanLoan    Rates 

as  low  as 

2.25%2.25%  APR*

For   a   Limited   Time!

Working  with 
a   Financial 
Professional 
at   Suncoast 

Suncoast is committed to improving your financial well-being. That’s why it makes 
available financial services from a financial professional registered with CUNA Brokerage 
Services, Inc. Whether you have specific financial questions or problems, or just want to 
get serious about planning and saving, we’re here to work with you.

Visit stis.suncoastcreditunion.com to get started.

*Annual Percentage Rate effective 9/1/2021;APR based 
on creditworthiness, loan terms and collateral. Existing 
Suncoast loans not eligible for refinance at this rate. Inquire 
about specific fees for a product through your credit union. 
Rates, terms and conditions subject to change.



Stay connected with the 
latest from Suncoast by 
follow us on social media.

Stay connected with 
your Suncoast accounts 
with our digital banking 
options.

Log in to SunNet 
Online Banking at 
suncoastcreditunion.com

Download the 
SunMobile app

How  to  Create (and  Stick  to) a  Holiday  Budget

CONNECT 
WITH    US 

We’re so excited to celebrate the 
opening of our 

75th Suncoast service center!

FRUITVILLE SERVICE CENTER
5851 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232

LOBBY HOURS: 
Monday - Thursday, 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Friday, 8:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

ITM HOURS: 
Monday - Friday, 7:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.  

Saturday, 8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

It happens to people every year. The 
holidays come and the money goes. For 
many, holiday spending slowly piles up 
over time. It’s very common to accidently 
overspend this time of year.

But this year will be different! Follow these 
tips to create and stick to a holiday budget.

1.   MAKE A LIST AND CHECK IT TWICE- Write the holiday at the top, then list 
out all the activities your family will participate in for that holiday, including 
any gifts you plan on giving. Include EVERY holiday-related activity so you 
can get an accurate idea of the complete amount the holiday will cost you.

2.  GET CREATIVE WITH GIFT GIVING AND MEAL PLANNING- You could 
create something handmade instead of store bought. Or choose a fun 
theme and spending limit for gifts. If you have a big extended family, 
consider doing a Secret Santa or white elephant gift exchange.

     Your holiday meal could also benefit from a little creativity. If you’re hosting 
a large group, keep costs down by making it a potluck. If it is just your family, 
take a close look at your shopping list and see what could be cut. Think of 
the dishes that always seem to have a ton of leftovers and decide if they are 
necessary.

3.  MAKE YOUR BUDGET- Once you have the list of your needs and use 
creative planning to cut some costs, you can make a specific budget for the 
holidays. Keep an eye out for moments where you can save money along 
the way. For example, if you budgeted $50 for a gift that you end up getting 
on sale for $30, try not to spend the $20 you saved. It is possible that you 
will think of additional things you need along the way. Try to stay honest and 
make sure that these items are needed before adding them to the list. 

4. PLAN EARLY FOR NEXT YEAR-  At the end of the holiday season, many 
seasonal items like wrapping paper and home décor go on sale. Some of 
these price cuts can lead to drastic savings. It could be worth leaving a little 
room in your holiday budget for picking up a few things at the end of the 
season. Also, keep your current holiday budget and use it to help you plan 
for next year. 

$ 7 5  K  i n  7 5   D AYS
CHARITABLE    GIVING   EVENT!

HAS
ARRIVED!

To help mark the exciting addition of 
Suncoast’s 75th branch, we celebrated the 
best way we know how - by giving back to 
the community in a big way! Now through 
the end of the year, our Suncoast branches 
each selected a local charity in their area 
to receive $1,000, totaling $75,000 in 
donations from Suncoast to positively 
impact the communities we call home.


