FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Grace Hengesbach
Executive Director
(352) 341-7707
grace@citruscountyblessings.com

CITRUS COUNTY BLESSINGS RECEIVES GRANT FROM SUNCOAST CREDIT UNION
HERNANDO, Fla. (August 18, 2016) —Citrus County Blessings announces a grant from Suncoast Credit Union in the
amount of $20,000 for the purpose of feeding students in Citrus County schools. The grant will provide weekend meals
for 160 students at CREST, The Renaissance Center, and The Academy of Environmental Science.
More than 12,500 children within the district experience food insecurity in the home and 68% of students qualify for free
or reduced lunch. Citrus County Blessings feeds 1,600 students each weekend with the help of organizations like Suncoast
Credit Union
“Many children in our community live in food insecure homes,” said Grace Hengesbach, Executive Director of Blessings.
“Suncoast Credit Union is helping combat the problem by proactively getting in front of it and meeting students’ basic
human need through the provision of meals.”
In addition to the funds granted to Blessings, Suncoast also supplies volunteers to pack the weekend food bags and is
recognized as a presenting sponsor for Blessings’ Can Classic 5K/10K Road Race.
“Citrus County Blessings’ initiatives clearly meet our mission to promote the education, health and emotional well-being
of children in the communities we serve,” said Cindy Helton, Executive Director of the Suncoast Credit Union
Foundation. “Through this grant, we are able to help students in the Citrus County School District focus on learning.
Healthy meals are something that may take for granted but these kids might go without if not for this program.”
The food items packed into the bags vary depending on the age of the student.
All elementary students receive:
•   1 individual cereal & 1 granola bar
•   2 bottles of water
•   1 applesauce & 1 box of raisins
•   1 spaghetti and meatballs & 1 beef ravioli (in pop top cans)
•   1 Vienna sausage & 1 pork and beans (in pop top cans)
•   1 pudding cup & 1 package of crackers
All middle and high school students receive:
•   1 individual cereal box & 2 granola bars
•   3 bottles of water
•   1 applesauce & 1 box of raisins
•   1 spaghetti and meatballs or beef ravioli & 2 ramen noodles
•   1 tuna OR 1 beans & franks & 1 Vienna sausage
•   1 pudding cup & 1 package of crackers

From left to right: Linda Rogers (Suncoast Credit Union Branch Manager), Nicole Budnick (Suncoast Credit Union Member Advocate),
Grace Hengesbach (Citrus County Blessings Executive Director) and Clark Smith (Regional Vice President).

About Citrus County Blessings
A program of Citrus County Harvest, Inc., Citrus County Blessings has been providing much needed sustenance to area
children since 2009. Blessings feeds 1,600 children on weekends during the school year when they don’t have access to
government-subsidized meals. For more information on the program, volunteering or donating, please visit
http://citruscountyblessings.org.
About Suncoast Credit Union
Suncoast Credit Union is the largest credit union in the state of Florida, the eighth largest in the United States based on
membership, and the 13th largest in the United States based on its $7.5 billion in assets. Chartered in 1934 as
Hillsborough County Teachers Credit Union, Suncoast Credit Union currently operates 61 full-service branches and
serves more than 713,081 members in the following Florida counties: Charlotte, Citrus, Collier, DeSoto, Dixie, Gilchrist,
Glades, Hardee, Hendry, Hernando, Highlands, Hillsborough, Lee, Levy, Manatee, Marion, Pasco, Pinellas, Polk,
Sarasota and Sumter. Since its founding in 1992, the Suncoast Credit Union Foundation has raised and donated over $16
million to organizations and initiatives that support the health, education and emotional well-being of children in the
communities that the credit union serves. For more information,
visit: suncoastcreditunion.com, facebook.com/SuncoastCreditUnion[facebook.com] or @SuncoastCU.
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